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From Dubai with Love 
 
Leander, TX, March 1, 2012—What travels nearly half way around the world and back again?  

Answer—the love and support of friends like former Leander residents Brent and Shelley Jenkins who 

now live in Dubai.  But not even 8,000 miles of oceans and continents can separate the hearts and 

generosity of this community-minded couple from their hometown. 

 

So to support their first love, community theater—specifically Way Off Broadway Community 

Players—and to help needy families, they hatched an idea to accomplish both at the same time.  The 

Jenkins’ are sponsoring the March 17 performance of WOBCP’s production of The Tender Trap and 

proceeds from ticket sales will be donated to Hill Country Community Ministries to provide food, 

clothing and other assistance for area families in crisis. 

 

Brent and Shelley were active with WOBCP for many years and volunteers in Leander and the greater 

Austin area.  Brent worked for Habitat for Humanity and Shelley is a marketing professional.  They are 

both actors; Brent directs and Shelley has directing credits as well; and they have worked just about 

every job backstage.  Shelley is also past president of WOBCP Board of Directors. 
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Three years ago Shelley received a job offer they couldn’t refuse and they picked up and moved to 

the United Arab Emirates.  Now living in Dubai, Shelley commutes to work each day to Abu Dhabi 

where she is director of property management for a developer.  Brent is plying his talent as a director, 

doing some acting, and writing for films.  He recently jumped in to stand-up comedy, which is being 

well received by the Americans and even a good number of Texans now living in the UAE due to the 

oil industry and other business opportunities. 

 

Brent commented that having worked for nonprofit organizations for 17 years, he understands the 

need in our community, especially now. He said, “We wanted to support WOBCP because community 

theater is an important quality-of-life factor for any community and it was the source of so many good 

times and the good friends we made over the years.  And I know from my own nonprofit experience 

that basic needs organizations like Hill Country Community Ministries are the first ones people need 

when they lose their job or can’t find work.  We wanted to do something to help the many people in 

our community who are hurting and need help.  The idea to do it through sponsoring our community 

theater just seemed like a natural.” 

 

The Way Off Broadway Community Players production of The Tender Trap runs March 9-30 with the 

special benefit performance for Hill Country Community Ministries on Saturday evening, March 17.  

Written by Max Shulman and Robert Paul Smith, the romantic comedy debuted on Broadway in 1954 

and was later made into a movie starring Frank Sinatra, Debbie Reynolds, Celeste Holme and David 

Wayne.  For information about the performance or to purchase tickets, go to the Way Off Broadway 

Community Players website at www.wobcp.org or call 512-259-5878, or visit Hill Country Community 

Ministries at www.hccm.org. 
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